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In focus: homeland security

India has extensive borders,
15107 km of land border running
through 92 districts in 17 states
and a coastline of 7517 km
touching 13 states and union
territories (UTs), besides a total of
1197 islands accounting for 2094
km of additional coastline. India's
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ),
cover an area of 2.02 million sq.
km. Cross border illegal migration,
infiltration of anti-national
elements, smuggling of arms/
explosives and drug trafficking are
some of the perpetual problems.
In addition the geo-political
environment, the geographical
surroundings and the communal
conditions, socio-economic
disparity, poverty, illiteracy and
fundamentalism are internal
security concerns. This has led to
an increase in threat perceptions
across all domains, resulting in
significant levels of spending

on Defence, intelligence, cyber and
homeland security.

Border management

The plan to modernize the Central Police
Forces, which are mainly responsible for
central functions and border management,
at a total cost of INR37.4 billion (USD200
million) has been approved. There is a
considerable increase in the force level
besides equipment. Apart from the physical
manning of the border, there is a need to
deploy a suitable mix and class of various
types of hi-tech electronic surveillance
equipment such as night vision devices,
hand held thermal imagers, laser target
designators, battle field surveillance radars,
direction finders, unattended ground
sensors and high powered telescope on the
international borders of the country, to act
as a force multiplier.

Central Mumber of Remarks
Police battalions to
Organization be increased
CRPF 10 Internal
security
BSF 29 Border
security
CISF 37 Industrial
Security
ITEP 10 Indo Tibet
border
NSG 4 Special task
S5B 37 Special
Purpose

Source : Ministry of Home Affairs website and
press reports
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Coastal security

The protection of the high seas is vested
with the Indian Navy; the area between

10 and 30 nautical miles from the shore is
under the charge of the Coast Guard and
from shore to five nautical miles with the
coastal police as well as the Coast Guard.
Sizable expansion of the Indian Coast
Guard and the Indian Nawy is planned by
2012. The expansion in the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) is expected to involve the
installation of approximately 20 new coast
guard stations, with all relevant systems,
technologies and equipment.

There is a INR68.1 billion (USD1.7 billion)
plan to revamp the country's maritime
security architecture. For effective coastal
security, besides naval capabilities, India
requires maritime patrol boats, ferries,

fast attack vessels, maritime surveillance
systems and equipment, access control
systems, biometric systems, CCTV
eguipment, thermal imaging systems,
explosives detection equipment, radar
systems, screening technologies, cameras,
¥-ray body scanners and baggage scanners,
early warning systems, identification
systems, transponders, etc. The Coast
Guard itself is looking to procure 5 offshore
patrol vessels, 10 fast-attack craft, 20
interceptor boats, hovercrafts, radars, 12
Darnier aircraft and 30 helicopters, among
other things.

In addition, the sea port capacity needs
to be raised as rising trade and economic
growth are a strain on the existing facilities.

Air and airport security

The threat from air (including airport
security) needs to be addressed with state-
of-the-art aircraft, helicopters and aerial
surveillance solutions, surveillance systems
and equipment, access control systems,
biometric systems, CCTV equipment,
thermal imaging systems, explosives
detection equipment, radar systems,
screening technologies, cameras, x-ray






